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[L4] The potential abuse of Al is not merely something we see in an episode
of science fiction. Internet bots, super-powered by Al that can analyze
big data, may be used to manipulate our emotions. In that sense, we
might have to deal with large groups of bots that know how to press our
emotional buttons better than our mother does and that use this
extraordinary ability, at the command of a human elite, to try to sell us
something, be it a car, a politician, or an entire ideology. The bots might
identify our deepest fears, hatreds, and desires and use them against us.
We have already been given a sign of this in recent elections and
referendums#* across the world, when hackers learned how to manipulate
individual voters by analyzing data about them and taking advantage of
their prejudices. While science-fiction thrillers are drawn to dramatic
apocalypses* of fire and smoke, in reality we may be facing an everyday
apocalypse by clicking.
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