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[L4H] We often help others in situations where there is no immediate benefit
to ourselves or indeed there is no reward in the future. We are even
willing to help strangers. Young children start to help strangers
surprisingly early. At eighteen months, they will spontaneously* pick up
dropped items and open doors or boxes to help a stranger even when
they are not told to do so or given a reward. In fact, rewarding
children makes them less helpful because we generally do not like
having our acts of kindness reduced to something that was done for
obvious gain. It is unlikely that children have been trained to help, but
rather, they do so because it is in our human nature. Animals can help
other members of their own species, but the observations of helping in
nonhuman primates are sporadic**. Some scientists even argue that the

basic principle of helping others out of good will is uniquely human.
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