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[LH The Enlightenment® promised that human suffering would yield to the
advance of rationality and science. For its part, psychiatry” sought to
replace spiritual, moral, political, and folk understandings of madness
with the technological framework of neuroscience. This resulted in the
assertion that madness is caused by problems in the brain, which can be
cured by drugs targeted at specific parts of the brain. It is now almost
unacceptable to question this paradigm. In the 20th century, psychiatry’s
promise to control madness through medical science matched well with
the social acceptance of the role of the technical expertise. Psychiatrists
were even granted substantial power to detain® patients and to force
them to take powerful drugs or undergo electric shock treatment.
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